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The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee

Bravo to Music Theater Works and, especially, to Guest Director Christopher Pazdernik, for the talent and artistry of the Skokie company’s latest production. Chris, his talented cast and all the many gifted theatrical creatives connected with this heartwarming and hilarious musical, bring a fresh, exciting vision and energy to this show. Each member of the cast is filled with brilliance, ingenuity and creates a truthful, realistic character. The risky element inherent in this musical is having to add four unknown, unrehearsed amateurs from your audience to the cast at every performance. It works very well here. I suspect that’s due to the excellent direction and preparation provided by the company, the production and stage manager, as well as by Pazdernik’s dynamic cast of actors. Everyone has anticipated any possible situation that might occur, and the show rolls along smoothly.
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Proof

The dictionary defines proof as an argument or evidence establishing a fact or the truth of a a statement. But in Math, a proof is what lets mathematics work. Without proofs, every mathematical statement would be purely hypothetical. There’d be no absolute truths without them. A proof is the machinery that allows mathematicians to demonstrate, without any question or shadow of a doubt, that a statement is a fact.
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Deathtrap

Receiving rave reviews when it opened back in 1978, DEATHTRAP played on Broadway for four years and was nominated for 4 Tony Awards. A few years later it was adapted into a successful film starring Michael Caine, Christopher Reeve and Dyan Cannon. For a while it was a staple of educational, regional and community theatre, but it’s been a while since this play was produced in Chicagoland. For his 2023-24 Season of Passion, Artistic Director Jeffrey Cass asked guest director Jason Harrington (director of last season’s THE ODD COUPLE) to dust off this clever thriller by Ira Levin. If his name sounds familiar, he’s the author of such popular works as Rosemary’s Baby, The Stepford Wives and The Boys From Brazil. Judging from the gasps and guffaws during the opening night performance, for many theatergoers this play was a brand new thriller. 
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Wipeout

Three feisty, independent women-of-a-certain-age are bobbing around on surfboards in the Pacific Ocean, just off the coast of Santa Cruz. Why? Well, Claudia has arranged something special and unique to share with her two closest friends on her birthday. It’s an event that all three ladies have always fantasized about, so why not? You see, at 60-something they’re about to take their first surfing lessons! Joining Claudia are her lifelong friends Wynn and Margaret, who’s been nicknamed “Gary.” As we meet the ladies they’re casually floating in the water, hoping to catch a wave, while awaiting the arrival of Blaze, their hunky young surfing instructor.
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The Time Machine: A Tribute to the ’80’s

The joyful music of the 1980’s was vast, vibrant and valiant. So many different song styles were embodied by the talents of hundreds of groundbreaking singers and musicians. It must’ve been a daunting task for Daryl D. Brooks, BET playwright and director, to decide which of the multitude of great songs and performers from the ’80’s to include in this retrospective revue. But theatergoers who take this musical and historical journey through the Decade of Decadence at Black Ensemble Theater will be rewarded with two-and-a-half hours of total reminiscence and rapture. All I can is, “What a Feeling!”
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The Diary of Anne Frank

When the audience enters the second floor of the Greenhouse Theater Center, they’ll find a huge display of materials that provide a background that will enhance the audience’s enjoyment and understanding of this new production. Arrive early enough to be able to learn more about WWII in Europe and the rise of the notorious Nazi Party. A prolific playwright and multi award-winning writer, Wendy Kesselman’s one-act adaptation of “The Diary of Anne Frank” is making its Chicago premiere in Lincoln Park. First produced last season at Nashville Children’s Theatre, this 75-minute version is designed to introduce to families the true story of a very brave, real young girl, her family and friends. Bringing this 13-year-old to life puts a face on the horrors of the nightmare called the Holocaust. The fascinating exhibit, on loan from the Anne Frank Center, provides a wealth of additional information that will make this presentation even more poignant.
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Mrs. Doubtfire

Back in 1993, one of the best-loved and highest-grossing films of the year was “Mrs. Doubtfire.” This hilarious cross-dressing comedy/drama was directed by Chris Columbus, and starred Robin Williams in one of his greatest and most memorable roles. Based upon Alias Madame Doubtfire, a 1987 novel by Anne Fine, Williams played Daniel Hillard, a struggling actor and voice artist who’s devoted to his three children. 
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Shakespeare’s R&J

In the late 1990’s, Joe Calarco faced the daunting assignment of directing a production of Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet” for New York’s Splinter Group. He balked at this task and then hit upon an idea. He decided to write his own adaptation of the play, setting the two-hour production at a strict Catholic boys school. The idea came from the fact that in Shakespeare’s day, only male actors were permitted to perform in theaters. Calarco’s production became a huge hit. It won the 1999 Lucille Lortel Award and its popularity proclaimed the production as the longest running Big Apple version of the Bard’s classic love story. Of all Calarco’s plays, “Shakespeare’s R&J” has been the favorite with audiences in both the US and the UK.
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Second generation magician Alexandra Duvivier has debuted her new show, “Extraordinaire!” At Chicago’s Rhapsody Theater. 
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James and the Giant Peach

Poor little James Henry Trotter. One day he suddenly becomes an orphan after his parents are unexpectedly devoured by a rhinoceros that escaped from the London Zoo. His only living relatives are the mean and mercenary Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker, who reluctantly take James in, but treat him as their slave. They  physically and emotionally abuse the sweet little boy from dawn till dusk, until one special day. A strange, but friendly Magician happens by the garden. He gives James a book of spells and helps him mix up a potion. Unfortunately the little boy spills it onto a nearby peach tree. But this accident will propel James into a myriad of wonderful adventures. 
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