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Purpose

What exactly does the word “purpose” mean? It can be said that it’s a long-term aim or guiding principle. It’s the impact that we want to have on the world. Having a purpose in life means having a sense of direction and meaning. It means knowing what you want to achieve and why it matters. Research has shown that people who have sense of purpose are happier, more resilient and more successful than those who don’t. It’s a person’s aim, end goal, intention or objective.
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The Brightest Thing in the World

Lane is the face of, and a hardworking employee at, Recovery. It’s a trendy, cozy little cafe and bakery in Lexington, Kentucky that’s staffed by workers dealing with substance abuse. For its customers, the bistro offers plenty of comfort, coffee and cupcakes. The cafe provides a warm, home-away-from-home office space or den in which to work or just enjoy themselves. Folks, like Steph, are encouraged to stop by with their computer or favorite books and stay as long as they like. Friendly, free-spirited baker, Lane (played with vivacity and impish charm by Claire Kaplan), takes an instant shine to Steph, a more reserved new customer (portrayed by the delightfully smooth and charismatic Jojo Brown). Soon she learns more about Steph than that she takes her coffee with almond milk. Steph writes for a small Lexington newspaper and also works at a florist shop. Before long Steph lowers her guard, gives in to Lane’s enthusiasm and a sweet romance develops between the two young women.
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A Streetcar Named Desire

It might still be cold and snowing in Illinois, but the heat and humidity from New Orleans has worked its way North. The thick, musty air seems to sizzle and sear into Paramount’s Copley Theatre. The cause for this sweltering sultriness isn’t due to climate change. It comes from Artistic Director Jim Corti and guest co-director Elizabeth Swanson’s scintillating production of Tennessee Williams’ 1948 Pulitzer Prize-winning drama. Playing now through late April, it’s a production that no one should miss. 


	Read More
	
										
				

				

				

									
					
				
					
					
										Mamma Mia! Here we go again…


	Gayle
	March 22, 2024
	Reviews
	No Comments






	[image: ]





A heartwarming story full of laughter, love, and familial dynamics, “Mamma Mia!” is not to be missed! Told through the music of Swedish quartet ABBA, “Mamma Mia!” follows the story of Sophie Sheridan as she prepares for her upcoming wedding to Sky. Sophie’s mother Donna owns and operates a hotel on a small Greek island, and that’s where the wedding is set to take place. The only thing that could make Sophie’s day perfect is the presence of her father, but there’s a small problem. She isn’t sure who he is. So what does she do? She finds the names of three men whom Donna had relationships with years ago, and invites all three to her wedding in the hopes that she’ll recognize her father at first sight. This goes about as well as expected, and only serves to confuse Sophie further and send Donna into distress. Now Sophie has to juggle three potential dads while readying herself for marriage, and Donna is forced to revisit feelings she thought she buried long ago. 
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What the Weird Sisters Saw

Dramatizing the damaging psychological effects that political ambition has on those who seek power, William Shakespeare’s shortest drama, THE TRAGEDY OF MACBETH, begins with a supernatural encounter. Amidst lightning and thunder, the Scottish general and his friend Banquo are returning victorious from defeating the allied forces of Norway and Ireland. There upon a heath, by the pricking of my thumbs, Macbeth meets Three Witches, who are also called the Weird Sisters. After praising his valor in battle, they portend that Macbeth will “be king hereafter.” Thus begins a sordid tale of evil, corruption, murder and revenge.
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The Sondheim Tribute Revue

Absolutely delicious, delectable and delightful. Those are some of the adjectives that flowed through my mind as I basked in the mellifluous glory that is a new tribute to the music and lyrics of Stephen Sondheim. This undisputed genius of the American musical theatre recently passed away but his legacy, the melodic majesty he created for our age and time immemorial, will last as long as there are instruments to play and voices to sing. Like one of his most popular songs claims, Sondheim is a true “Broadway Baby.”
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Written by and Starring Ronnie Marmo, Directed by Joe Mantegna 

Ronnie Marmo is the perfect vessel for the betrayal of Lenny Bruce (Leonard Alfred Schneider) and this show feels like you are witnessing Lenny himself, a true privilege!
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The two-year-old Rhapsody Theater’s unique, versatile space provided a wonderful backdrop for English Magician Andi Gladwin’s first-ever solo show, Shuffled. The already intimate, 200 seat theater was reconfigured for only 44 audience members in order to showcase Mr. Gladwin. The set felt like an homage to a game room, with cards, family pictures and games on display on shelves and bits of furniture. Gladwin’s unassuming air made it easy for audience members to feel like they were part of the magic, rather than simply viewers. What he created was a special, interactive experience, and a casual, welcoming atmosphere: much like a game night with friends or family might feel.
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The Big Gay Cabaret

Jai Rodriguez may not be familiar to some people, but to certain populations he’s known as that handsome, youthful, multi-talented actor/singer who’s earned fame working very hard in all of the arts. As a result, Mr. Rodriguez has become a household name. In a cabaret show filled with biographical tidbits, personal confessions, celebrity gossip, songs from Broadway and the pop charts and a whole lot of laughs and charm, Jai Rodriguez tells all.
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The Penelopiad

In Greek mythology, Penelope was the Queen, the devoted spouse and the good wife of King Odysseus. When her valiant husband is called to fight in the Trojan War, the loving and devoted Penelope struggles against all odds, including hundreds of persistent suitors, to remain faithful to her husband for the next 20 years. Comforted and aided by her 12 faithful maids, Penelope struggles to remain a loyal, loving wife to Odysseus, to singlehandedly raise their defiant son Telemachus and to fend off the persistent advances of an army of admirers and wooers. In this new play, based upon the novella by the distinguished Canadian author, Margaret Atwood, we experience the trials and tribulations of Penelope, all presented from the woman’s point of view.
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